
Background and introduction 

BDO LLP (‘BDO’ or ‘we’) were engaged by Senior plc (‘Senior’) to undertake a 

limited assurance engagement over the Greenhouse Gas (GHG) information as 

reported in the Environmental and Safety Data report (the Report) for the 

financial year ended on 31 December 2014.   

We have performed a limited assurance engagement in accordance with the 

International Standard on Assurance Engagements 3410 ‘Assurance engagements 

on greenhouse gas statements’ (ISAE 3410) 

Our review was limited to Scope 1 and 2 GHG emissions. Scope 3 GHG emissions 

were excluded.  

We have not performed any procedures with respect to other information 

included in the Report and, therefore, no conclusion on the Report as a whole 

is expressed. 

 

Senior plc’s responsibilities 

The Directors of Senior plc are responsible for: 

• the preparation of the Environmental and Safety Data report in accordance 

with GHG Emissions (Directors’ Reports) Regulations 2013 

• the information contained in the report 

• the design, implementation and maintenance of internal controls relevant to 

the preparation of the Environmental and Safety Data report to provide 

reasonable assurance that the report is free from material misstatement, 

whether due to fraud or error 

• ensuring the report is fairly stated in accordance with the applicable criteria 

and for the content and statements contained therein. 

BDO LLP is a limited liability partnership and is authorised and regulated by the 

Financial Services Authority to conduct investment business 
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Independent Limited Assurance Report to Senior Plc 

Our responsibility 

Our responsibility is to express a limited assurance conclusion in accordance 

with ISAE 3410 and to provide this in a report to Senior plc. 

In providing this limited assurance report, it is important to note that the 

procedures performed in a limited assurance engagement vary in nature from, 

and are less in extent than for, a reasonable assurance engagement. As a result, 

the level of assurance obtained in a limited assurance engagement is 

substantially lower than the assurance that would have been obtained had a 

reasonable assurance engagement been performed. 

 

Work performed 

The procedures we performed were based on our professional judgment. We: 

• carried out interviews with key personnel to understand the systems and 

controls in place during the reporting period 

• reviewed and tested the controls covering the consolidation and/or 

aggregation process and presentation of Divisional analysis 

• checked the relevant conversion factors and GHG emission calculations 

• reviewed the appropriateness of the GHG emissions and fuel consumption 

related disclosures in the Annual Report and Accounts 

• reviewed compliance against the requirements of the GHG Emissions 

(Directors’ Reports) Regulations 2013. 

 



The following limitations are noted: 

The relative effectiveness and significance of specific control procedures at 

Senior plc and their effect on assessment of control risk at customer 

organisations are dependent on their interaction with the controls and other 

factors present at individual customer organisations. We have not performed 

any procedures to evaluate the effectiveness of controls at individual customer 

organisations. 

We have not carried out any work on data reported for prior reporting periods 

nor in respect of future projections and targets. We have not conducted any 

work outside the agreed scope and therefore restrict our conclusion to the 

above mentioned subject matter. 

Inherent limitations 

Non-financial performance information is subject to more inherent limitations 

than financial information, given the characteristics of the subject matter and 

the methods used for determining such information. The absence of a 

significant body of established practice on which to draw allows for the 

selection of different but acceptable measurement techniques which can result 

in materially different measurements and can impact accuracy and 

comparability. Greenhouse gas quantification is unavoidably subject to inherent 

uncertainty as a result of both scientific and estimation uncertainty and for 

other non-financial performance information the precision of different 

measurement techniques may also vary. Furthermore, the nature and methods 

used to determine such information, as well as the measurement criteria and 

the precision thereof, may change over time. 

Restriction of use 

This assurance report is made solely to Senior plc in accordance with the terms 

of our engagement, which include agreed arrangements for disclosure.  Our 

work has been undertaken so that we might state to Senior plc those matters 

we have been engaged to state in this limited assurance report and for no other 

purpose. Our limited assurance report should not be regarded as suitable to be 

used or relied on by any party wishing to acquire rights against us other than 

Senior plc for any purpose or in any context. Any party other than Senior plc 

who obtains access to our limited assurance report or a copy thereof and 

chooses to rely on our limited assurance report (or any part thereof) will do so 

at its own risk. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we accept or assume no 

responsibility and deny any liability to any party other than Senior plc for our 

work, for this independent limited assurance report, or for the conclusions we 

have reached. 

Conclusion 

Based on the procedures we have performed and the evidence we have 

obtained, nothing has come to our attention that causes us to believe that the 

GHG emissions expressed as CO2 (Scopes 1 and 2 only) noted in the Senior plc’s 

Environmental and Safety Data report for the financial year ended on 31 

December 2014, has not been prepared, in all material respects, in accordance 

with Senior’s reporting methodologies. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Nigel Burbidge 

Partner 

For and on behalf of BDO LLP 

13 March 2015 

 


